Introduction
The family Eviphididae is a cosmopolitan group of predatory soil mites that display a wide range of ecology and behaviour. They are abundant in various types of habitats, including stable and continuous microhabitats in soil and leaf litter, as well as temporally and spatially isolated patches of resources such as dung and carrion. The family includes a range of insecticolous species that have intimate associations with scarab beetles and other arthropods, including some that inhabit the subelytral cavity of their hosts and breed in their subterranean nesting chambers. Phoresy on flying insects is a very important part of the life history strategy of these mites, and ensures the continued existence of species that occur in ephemeral and scattered habitats.
